
       











September, 2009
Dear Parents,


Welcome to Stephen White Middle School.  It will be a pleasure to be working with you and your child in one to three classes this year.  For best results, please review the requirements again with your son or daughter.  I have high expectations for each of my students and only with your help can we provide the necessary foundation to prepare your child for future success in middle school and throughout their lives.
6th Grade Subject Requirements - Mr. Charnofsky – Room 23
Science
Science objectives:  To gain a strong understanding of the formation of the Earth and the processes which build up and wear down its surface.  Health objectives:  To develop assertive peer pressure techniques, and improve physical and mental health. 
· All work is to be completed in blue or black ink or pencil.

· Students should allocate a section in their binder for work in progress. 

· Completed work should be stored at home until each chapter is completed.

· Grade will be determined from assignments, projects, and tests.

· Tests are given approximately every two to three weeks depending on the length and are given within two days of completion of a chapter.  

· Projects will include a topographic map and model, an epicenter project the Water Cycle story (The Traveling Molecule) and a science project.
Math

Math objectives:  To master the following concepts of whole numbers, decimals, fractions, statistics, measurement, percent, ratios, geometry and word problems as preparation for pre-algebra (7th grade).
· All work is to be completed in pencil only. 
· Homework assigned is due the next day and may be given over the weekend if necessary.

· Grade will be determined from assignments, concept lessons, quizzes, tests, and projects.

· Students are required to have a spiral notebook for mandatory class notes. 
· Math tests may be retaken and improved up to a maximum of 70%.  
· Projects will include a Student Survey, Probability and Measures of Central Tendency (M&M Project), and Geometric figures.
· Quizzes will be given weekly to determine student understanding, tests will be given at the end of a chapter which will be approximately every two to three weeks
· Note - All students should know their multiplication and division facts at this age; if not, please spend 

      5 - 10 minutes daily practicing unknown facts with your child until mastered.

Adventures in Math
Main Objectives:  To improve basic math skills and provide enrichment activities for students to excel in math. 
· Grade will be determined by class participation, assignments, and computer activities. 

· Students must come prepared with pencil and paper daily.

· Most homework assignments will consist of oral memory strategies.
Grading Policy
Letter Grading Scale 
Letter grades are determined by total points in each class.  Your child’s letter grade is determined by his or her points in comparison to the total points.  The percent scale is listed below. 
90 - 100% = A

80 - 89%   =  B
70 - 79%   =  C

55 - 69%   =  D

0 - 54%   =  Fail

Grade Reports  
You will receive four report cards each semester. (approximately every five weeks).  In addition your child will receive an updated weekly progress chart every Monday.  Your weekly signature provides extra credit as well as keeping you up to date with their current grade.

You are now able to verify your child’s homework, assignments, and projects by visiting http://www.whitems.org. Click on teachers/staff, followed by clicking on my name. You will be able to see the homework assigned on a daily basis. You can retrieve homework when your child is ill or any assignment given throughout the semester.

Work Habits Grade  
E = 90% completion rate of assignments
S= 70% or higher completion rate
U= Less than 70% completion rate 

This is a cumulative grade which may improve or drop throughout the entire semester
Late or make-up work will only be accepted for the first two grading periods only with a 20% penalty.
Make up work from students returning from an absence will be 1 day per absence.  Students absent two days, will have two days to return the work, etc.
Cooperation Grade  
Students receive a check if they are not on task or engaging in disruptive behavior.
E = Follows rules and procedures with 1 check or less
S =  Follows rules and procedures with  2 or 3 checks

U = Follows rules and procedures with 4 or more checks

This grade reverts to an E at the beginning of each grading period. (5, 10, and 15 weeks)
Excessive talking, disruptive behavior, unsatisfactory work habits all contribute to poor performance and poor grades.  Consequences are as follows:   
First instance will result in a warning. 
The second and third will result in writing “Why am I here,” which will require a parent signature.  

The fourth incident will result in a U in cooperation with a call home.  

I can be contacted by email at dnc6280@lausd.net, or by phone at the school between 8:00 and 3:00 daily.   I am available for conference during fourth period at approximately 11:45 a.m. daily.  You will receive telephone messages periodically through connect-ed in the event your child is missing work or demonstrating poor work habits or behavior. 

California State Standards


The California State Standards determine the instruction your child receives at S.M.White Middle School.  Your child’s work will be compared to clear standards so that parents, children, and teachers know precisely what is expected.  When students know what is expected of them, student achievement improves. Although many of the standards in the lessons we teach appear complicated, they encourage the student to stretch their achievement levels and produce superior work. 
Approved:

James Noble, Principal

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------tear off and return

I have read and understand the course requirements and have kept this copy available for future reference. 

My child is currently enrolled in Mr.Charnofsky’s:

______ Math                
_________ Science                   
 _________ Adventures in Math
________________________              ___________
       _______________________________

Student name


                 Period(s)

         Parent or Guardian signature    


